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1. The satellite dish may not be fastened to the roof 
2. The satellite dish may not be visible from the street 
3. An architectural change form must be submitted to the board with the 

approval in writing from next door neighbors on both sides 
4. The homeowner is responsible for any damage caused by the satellite dish. 
5. If the unit is sold, the homeowner must remove the satellite dish and return 

the unit to its original condition before closing unless the new owner agrees, 
in writing, to assume responsibility for the dish. 

6. If a homeowner has installed a satellite dish that is not in compliance with 
items 1-5, the homeowner has 90 days from the date of notification to 
comply with the provisions or remove the dish and return the property to its 
original condition. 
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Below are excerpts from the FCC ruling as they pertain to condominium communities regarding 
an Association’s right to restrict and an owner’s right to install a satellite dish. 

The rule (47 C.F.R. Section 1.4000) has been in effect since October 1996, and it prohibits 
restrictions that impair the installation, maintenance or use of antennas used to receive video 
programming. The rule applies to video antennas including direct-to-home satellite dishes that 
are less than one meter (39.37") in diameter (or of any size in Alaska), TV antennas, and 
wireless cable antennas. The rule prohibits most restrictions that: (1) unreasonably delay or 
prevent installation, maintenance or use; (2) unreasonably increase the cost of installation, 
maintenance or use; or (3) preclude reception of an acceptable quality signal. 

The rule does not apply to common areas that are owned by a landlord, a community 
association, or jointly by condominium or cooperative owners where the antenna user does not 
have an exclusive use area. Such common areas may include the roof or exterior wall of a 
multiple dwelling unit. Therefore, restrictions on antennas installed in or on such common 
areas are enforceable. 

The rule applies to antenna users who live in a multiple dwelling unit building, such as a 
condominium or apartment building, if the antenna user has an exclusive use area in which to 
install the antenna. "Exclusive use" means an area of the property that only you, and persons 
you permit, may enter and use to the exclusion of other residents. For example, your 
condominium or apartment may include a balcony, terrace, deck or patio that only you can 
use, and the rule applies to these areas. The rule does not apply to common areas, such as the 
roof, the hallways, the walkways or the exterior walls of a condominium or apartment 
building. Restrictions on antennas installed in these common areas are not covered by the 
Commission's rule. For example, the rule would not apply to restrictions that prevent drilling 
through the exterior wall of a condominium or rental unit and thus restrictions may prohibit 
installation that requires such drilling. 

The rules apply to residents of these types of buildings, but the rules do not permit you to 
install an antenna on a common area, such as a walkway, hallway, community garden, 
exterior wall or the roof. However, you may install the antenna wholly within a balcony, deck, 
patio, or other area where you have exclusive use. 

Drilling through an exterior wall, e.g. to run the cable from the patio into the unit, is generally 
not within the protection of the rule because the exterior wall is generally a common element. 
You may wish to check with your retailer or installer for advice on how to install the antenna 
without drilling a hole. Alternatively, your landlord or association may grant permission for 
you to drill such a hole. The Commission's rules generally do not cover installations if you drill 
through a common element. 

The roof of a condominium is generally a common area, not an area reserved for an 
individual's exclusive use. If the roof is a common area, you may not use it unless the 
condominium association gives you permission. The condominium is not obligated to provide a 
place for you to install an antenna if you do not have an exclusive use area. 


